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Proclaimers or 
Followers? 
1 John 2:3-11 

More than two billion people claim 
to be or at least consider themselves to be 
Christians. The person who would like to 
find out who or what a Christian is and 
starts asking questions may quickly dis-
cover that even those who call them-
selves Christians are unsure, confused or 
even wrong in their understanding of 
their religion or faith. 

People say things like: 
 I am a Christian because I was born 

Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Ortho-
dox, Baptist, Pentecostal, etc. 

 I am a Christian because I was bap-
tized as a Christian. 

 I am a Christian because I go to 
church regularly. 

 I am a Christian because I give to 
the poor and help people. 
It is very clear in the Bible that being 

born into a religious environment or fam-
ily, being a member of a Christian 
church, or claiming to be a Christian does 
not make one a Christian. 

The Bible also makes it very clear 
that a Christian is the person who re-
sponds to God’s invitation, confesses his 
or her sins to God, repents of his or her 
sins, receives the Holy Spirit and lives a 
life that reflects this new change and life 
by following Christ. 

Today, many claim to be Christians 
but don’t really follow Jesus’ teachings. 
A true Christian is a person who not only 
claims to be a follower of Christ, but also  
lives and reflects Christ in his or her 
daily life and the evidence is his or her 

spiritual growth. 
Evidence of 

spiritual growth 
should include: in-
creasing in knowl-
edge and under-
standing of God’s Word, decreasing in 
questionable or sinful activities, increas-
ing in Christ-like qualities and activities, 
and increasing in faith and trust in God. 

The best summary of spiritual 
growth is “becoming more like Jesus 
Christ.”  In 1 Corinthians 11:1 Paul says: 
“Follow my example, as I follow the ex-
ample of Christ.” 

In order for spiritual growth to oc-
cur, you first need to make sure you have  
plugged into the power source, through 
faith in Jesus Christ. In 1 John 5:11-12 
we read: “God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He who has the 
Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.” 

Learning how to grow spiritually is a 
life-long journey that happens as you 
read and apply God’s Word to your daily 
life. But we must be willing to be taught, 
rebuked, corrected and trained by God’s 
Word. The kind of life a true believer 
lives is what separates him or her in this 
corrupt world system. 

The true believer’s life should have 
thee marks: 

1. A life of hope  (1 Peter  1:3-12) 
This world offers no lasting hope.  

Before we became followers of Christ, 
we had no hope beyond the grave. We 
were under the sentence of death, hope-
lessly lost, but Jesus Christ, in His great 
mercy, paid the penalty of our sins. 

In Ephesians 2:12-13, we read: 

...continued on page 11 
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Jesus said: “The gospel must first be 
preached to all nations.” — Mark 13:10 
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Be Careful How 
You Live 

On June 20, the longest day of the 
year, I found some impressive facts about 
what the average human body accom-
plishes in a 24-hour period: 
 The heart beats 103,689 times. 
 Our blood travels 168,000,000 miles. 
 We breathe 23,040 times. 
 We inhale 438 cubic feet of air. 
 We eat 3.25 pounds of food. 
 We drink 2.9 quarts of liquids. 
 We lose 7/8 pound of waste. 
 We speak 4,800 words. 
 We move 750 muscles. 
 Our nails grow .000046 inch. 
 Our hair grows .01714 inch. 
 We exercise 7,000,000 brain cells. 

Feel tired? 
Of course, these facts (as accurate as 

they may or may not be) don’t tell us 
anything about the quality of the things 
we do in a given 24-hour period. How 
much time did we spend in prayer? How 
much kindness did we show someone? 
How much money did we waste? How 
many people did we ignore? How many 
“white lies” did we tell? How many 
smiles did we offer? 

I think we also have to consider the 
legacy that each of us is leaving behind 
for the generations that follow. Will we 

be remembered for our faithfulness or 
our foolishness? For loving ourselves or 
loving God and others? For complaining 
about everything or being grateful for 
everything? 

The legacy we will one day leave 
behind starts now…not when we’re 
“old” (however you define that).  

It’s good to occasionally take stock 
of how we spend our days. In Ephesians 
5:15-17 we read: “Be very careful, then, 
how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do 
not be foolish, but understand what the 
Lord’s will is.” 

It’s easy to fall into time-wasting 
habits during the summer. While resting 
and spending time with family are very 
important, it can be tempting to also get 
lazy about our quiet times with God, 
church activities, sharing our faith, help-
ing others and anything else that requires 
some discipline or effort.  

Let us be prayerful about how we 
spend our time so that we don’t end the 
summer—or our lives—with feelings of 
remorse, regret or guilt. 

Let us pray, as the psalmist did: 
“Teach us to number our days aright, 
that we may gain a heart of wis-
dom.” (Psalm 60:12) 

 
Ann-Margret Hovsepian 

 
 

Temple News Vol. 28 No. 7 
 

Published by Temple Baptist Church 
5815 Durocher Ave., Outremont, QC, H2V 3Y5 
Phone: 514-279-9626 / 1-888-909-9626 
Web: www.templebaptistmontreal.com 
Mail: 5945 Park Ave., Montreal, QC, H2V 4H4 
E-mail: templegoodnews@gmail.com 

 

 
 

Publisher: Joseph Hovsepian 
 

Editor: Ann-Margret Hovsepian 
 

Printing:  PositiveMarketing.ca 
 

Contributors:  Tamar Dekirmenjian 
 Philip Pehlivanian 

 

Thank you for supporting our free newsletter! 

“Remember that at that time you were 
separate from Christ…Without hope and 
without God in the world. But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far away 
have been brought near through the 
blood of Christ.” 

The believer has living hope  be-
cause he has a living Saviour. 

2. A life of holiness (1 Peter 1:13-21) 
The blessed hope should compel us 

live holy lives: “Everyone who has this 
hope in him purifies, just as he is 
pure.” (1 John 3:3) Jesus said: “Be Holy, 
because I am Holy.”  (1 Peter 1:16) 

“Holy” does not mean sinlessly per-
fect, a condition impossible in this life. It 
means set apart, or separated for God.  
Our lives should reproduce the holy pure 
character of God. We must make a clean 
break with the corrupt world system from 
which Jesus died to save us. We are in 
the world, but not of the world.  

This does not mean that we must iso-
late ourselves from sinners but, rather, 
that we must bring the good news to 
them. Yet in our dealings and relation-
ships with them, we must never share in 
or condone their sins. We must show by 
our lives that we are children of God. 

Holiness does not mean passive in-
activeness, and it does not come easily or 
naturally. You have to fight for it. In  
1 Peter 1:13-15 we read: “Therefore, 
prepare your minds for action…Be self 
controlled…Do not conform to the evil 
desires you had when you lived in igno-
rance…But just as he who called you is 
holy, so be holy in all you do.”  

Living a holy life is not an option. It 
is a command! The great need today is 
for Christians to live separated, holy, 

dedicated lives for the glory of God. 
Many Christians are so worldly that their 
testimony is meaningless. If a profession 
of faith is not backed up by a correspond-
ing life, it does more harm than good. 

3. A life of harmony (1 Peter 1:22-25) 
Salvation gives us a living hope, a 

desire for holiness, and a wonderful fel-
lowship with the people of God. Apostle 
Peter reminded us that, because we are 
born into the family of God through 
Christ, we must love as He loved us. 

One of the things this new birth 
brings into our lives is love! True, unsel-
fish Christian love brings harmony to the 
church, and to the believers themselves. 

King David wrote: “How good and 
pleasant it is when brothers live together 
in unity.” (Psalm 133:1) The Bible says 
that the evidence of our salvation is the 
love we have toward each other.  

Pure, unselfish Christian love does 
not come naturally; it is not part of our 
human nature. This love is a special kind 
of love that comes with the new birth. 

People around us will know we are 
true followers of Christ by our love, not 
by our words alone. In John 13:34-35  
Jesus said: “A new command, I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.” 

The Christian life is a life of  
hope, holiness and harmony. Only  
one—or even two of the three—will  
not do. How is your Christian life and 
testimony? 

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian 
 

HOPE - HOLINESS - HARMONY 
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From Our Mailbox 

 

Paris, FRANCE 
Hello to everyone! [During my visit 

here] I attended the worship service at 
the Eglise Evangelique Baptiste. I was 
formally introduced by Pastor Richard, 
yet I must say that the Parisians are not 
as “approaching” as what we in Mont-
real are accustomed to. 

As well, I intend to attend a special 
prayer and singing event with more 
than 150 singers. There will be a mix of 
Baptists and Pentecostals. My interest 
is to witness the singing and connect 
with the Almighty. 

I hope and pray that my new spiri-
tual family back home are well. I am 
very grateful and proud of my decision 
to be a part of Temple Baptist in Mont-
real. I hope to be at church July 1. Be 
well and God bless all of you. 

Brian Norton 
 

Montreal, QUEBEC 
I wanted to share that this morning 

[June 3], we were headed to church 
only to be stopped due to a road clo-
sure for the bicycle tour. So we turned 
around and went another way and were 
stopped there, too, for the same bicycle 
tour. We rode on for another 45 min-
utes, though we did not travel very far 
due to the traffic.  

We eventually turned around and 
went home. We had our Sunday lesson 
here at home (as we’ve done many 
times) and it was related to where we 
are reading in the Bible at night (2 
Kings 17). We sang hymns and prayed 
and discussed the lesson together.  

I thought it would be good to know 

what the lesson was about today at 
church so I went to the Temple Baptist 
Church website and saw the sermon on 
Ephesians 3:12-21.  

The church does a good job keep-
ing up the website and sharing good 
news through this venue. When I travel 
I have used my laptop in the hotel room 
to watch sermons from Billy Graham 
before going to bed. It is good to know 
that I can now also catch some of 
[Pastor Hovsepian’s] sermons as well.  

We may face many obstacles in  
our path on a daily basis, but I believe 
that, if we keep the faith, God usually 
has a pleasant surprise for us that we 
never expected.  

Jonathan Varnell 
 

I think of you all prayerfully and 
with a joyful heart always. I miss the 
congregation. May the Lord be with you 
all. I send special regards to the Pastor. 
May God enrich him in His grace and 
righteousness.  

Abiose Cromanty 

…continued from page 3 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
 
 

Did you know you can tune in 
to WCHP 760AM every 

weekday at noon to hear a 
short inspirational message by 

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian?  
Why not tell 

your friends 
about it, 
too? 
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From Our Mailbox 
Yerevan, ARMENIA 

It is happiness to be safe, it is hap-
piness to have hope, it is happiness to 
know what is waiting for you in eternity. 
Glory to our Lord Jesus Christ! 

It is through Him that we were con-
nected together and we rejoice and are 
grateful that you pray for us, you care 
for us, you help us and you love us. We 
are so grateful for your sincere love for 
us! We pray that God may protect and 
guide you all. 

I am sure that our Lord is pleased 
and rejoices to see us here and you 
there, praying together and working to-
gether where we are, for His glory, to 
spread His Word. It is a great joy for me 
to see believers united, working to-
gether. We love you and the brethren in 
your church there. 

Thank you very much for the mone-
tary help you send us, which is used to 
spread the gospel for the establish-
ment of His Kingdom. Once again, we 
thank your church for your prayers and 
financial help and for everything you do 
for us here! 

I have two requests for prayer: 
First, this month (July), we will be going 
to Istanbul, Turkey, again to distribute 
Bibles in the streets, as we did just a 
few months ago. If you want to join us 
in this outreach, please pray for us and 
also support us monetarily. Second, 

please pray for my wife Nelli’s health. 
Thank you in advance. Greetings to 

the church from the brethren here. We 
are not sure how many will be baptized 
when [Pastor Joseph] comes here. Pray 
for those who will be baptized, please. 
Greetings to all in the name of Jesus. 

Arayik Sardaryan 
Editor’s note: Please see page 5 for 

more updates on the work in Armenia. 

 
Montreal, QUEBEC 

I would like to start by thanking 
everyone at Temple Baptist Church for 
their prayers before, during and after 
my operation. It was comforting to 
know that so many of you were praying 
on my behalf.  

Especially when I was in the midst 
of my unbearable pains and in my dark-
est hours, I found comfort reading the 
cards I received from the congregation 
and the Men’s Fellowship group. It in-
spired my heart and my soul. 

I would like to thank all those who 
came to visit me at the hospital and 
sent get-well cards, and for your many 
phone calls inquiring about my health. 

Your thoughtfulness is much ap-
preciated. May God Bless each one of 
you and keep you in good health. 

Philip Pehlivanian 
 

Letters continued on page 10 

 

Please visit our website regularly for  
updates, messages, and resources  

you can share with your friends! 
 

www.templebaptistmontreal.com 
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The News 
Wanted: Your Articles 
and Testimonies 

We won’t be able to publish a Sep-
tember issue of Temple News because 
both the editor and the pastor will be on  
missions trips in late August. If possible, 
we may make the August issue a double 
issue one, or at least a page bigger, but 
we’ll need extra contributions to make 
that happen.  

If you’ve been hesitating to share 
your testimony, some comments, greet-
ings or something that God has taught 
you, this is probably the time to do it! 
We’ve been enjoying articles by different 
members of our church family in recent 
issues of the Temple News but there’s lots 
of room for more of you to contribute. 

For more information, please speak 
with Ann-Margret Hovsepian. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
The next breakfast and fellowship 

for the men will be on Saturday, July 14 
at 9:00 a.m. We encourage you to invite 
your friends (there’s no age limit so even 
younger boys and teens are welcome to 
participate).  

Please let Pastor Joseph Hovsepian 
know by July 11 if you plan to attend so 
that the meal can be planned for. You can 
either call him or send us an e-mail. 

Praise Lunch 
Our monthly potluck lunches are a 

great way to meet new people and to get 
to know the people who sit near you on 
Sunday mornings but you never talk to. 
We encourage you to join us for our next 
Praise Lunch on Sunday, July 15, right 
after the morning worship service. It’s 
always a special time of worship as we 
sing together and hear a short message 
from the Word of God. 

If you can help with the lunch (for 
example, salad, sandwiches, vegetables 
or dessert), we really appreciate it, but 
please come even if you can’t. Why not 
invite a friend to come to church with 
you that Sunday? 

 

Women’s Fellowship:  
Inter-Church Picnic 

This month, instead of having their 
regular fellowship meeting, our ladies 
will join women from our sister Baptist 
churches for a picnic. We hope that many 
of our women will participate, even if 
you haven’t been regularly attending the 
Women’s Fellowship meetings.  

We will gather at Lakeside Heights 
Baptist Church (275 Braebrook Avenue 
in Pointe-Claire) on Saturday, July 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Drinks will be 
provided but everyone is asked to bring 

Efraim Marquez - July 2 
Theresa Piercy Arbour- 3 
Helene Kazarossian - 6 
Jo-Ann Bouclair - 8 
Eliane Tchiavegatti - 9 
Lana Ptacek - 10 
Giovanni Cofino - 13 

Guy Beauchamp - 20 
Isabelle Illidge - 21 
David Wood (Alta.) - 21 
Alice Arbour - 22 

 
May God bless these 
brothers and sisters on 
their birthdays!  
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The Bible calls us to be “joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.” (Romans 12:12) Unfortunately, 
as humans, we allow for situations to 
control us rather than handing over each 
moment of our lives to our Father. He 
will undoubtedly take care of us, as we 
are His children.  

We are told to “look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they?” (Matthew 6:26) 

Next time we hear the birds sing, 
whether it’s sunny or not, let us remem-
ber that our Father has also given us 
voices. Being mindful of all our bless-
ings, let’s lift our voices and continu-
ously praise Him, for even though “the 
righteous person may have troubles, but 
the Lord delivers him from them 
all.” (Psalm 34:19) 

Your Perspective 

Does God Exist? 
A man went to a barbershop to have 

his hair cut and his beard trimmed. As 
the barber worked, the men discussed 
various subjects. When they eventually 
touched on the subject of God, the barber 
said: “I don’t believe that God exists. If 
He did, would there be so many sick peo-
ple and abandoned children? There 
would be neither suffering nor pain. A 
loving God wouldn’t allow these things.” 

The customer thought about this, but 
didn’t respond because he didn’t want to 
start an argument. The barber finished his 
job and the customer left the shop.  

Just after he left the barbershop, the 
customer saw a man with long, stringy, 
dirty hair and an untrimmed beard.  
The customer returned to the barbershop 
and said: “You know what? Barbers do 
not exist.”  

“How can you say that?” asked the 
surprised barber. “I am here, and I am a 
barber. And I just worked on you!” 

“No,” the customer said. “Barbers 
don’t exist because, if they did, there 
would be no people with dirty long hair 
and untrimmed beards.” 

“But barbers do exist! That’s what 
happens when people do not come to 
me,” the barber said. 

“Exactly!” affirmed the customer. 
“That’s the point! God, too, DOES exist! 
That’s what happens when people do not 
go to Him and don’t look to Him for 
help. That’s why there’s so much pain 
and suffering in the world.” 

 

The Best Way to Pray? 
A priest, a minister and a guru sat 

discussing the best positions for prayer 
while a telephone repairman worked 
nearby. “Kneeling is definitely the best 
way to pray,” the priest said.  

“No,” said the minister. “I get the 
best results standing with my hands out-
stretched to heaven.” 

“You’re both wrong,” the guru said. 
“The most effective prayer position is 
lying down on the floor.” 

The repairman could contain himself 
no longer: “Hey, fellas,” he interrupted. 
“The best prayin’ I ever did was when I 
was hangin’ upside down from a tele-
phone pole!” 

Inspirations 
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Embedded  
Cell Phones 
By Philip Pehlivanian 

After my surgery on April 19, I had 
plenty of time to meditate on the verse: 
“Be still and know that I am 
God.” (Psalm 46:10) 

These days, people rarely stand still 
and, when they do, it’s often to play with 
their cell phones. I considered what the 
Lord must think of this and imagined that 
a conversation on the subject would 
sound like this: 

“Philip, how long do you think the 
cell phone has existed?” 

“I don’t know Lord, maybe 15 or 20 
years? (Do those big phones, with the 
suitcase battery packs they used in World 
War II count?)” 

The Lord would just smile and say: 
“Everybody who’s born on this earth has 
a cell phone embedded in them.” 

“How can it be, Lord?”  
“The cell phone is implanted in  

your mind.” 
“How does it function? Where is the 

battery?” 
“The battery is your mouth. When 

you confess the name of the Lord Jesus, 
it starts charging.” 

I imagined God explaining that be-
cause each person is different, the charg-
ing time varies for each individual. When 
it is fully charged, Jesus Himself con-
nects the cell phone directly to His office. 
No need to dial. His office is located in 
the centre of heaven. In front of the door 
is written: Chief Commander of Heaven 
and Earth and Saviour of the World.  

When you start talking to Him in 

prayer, all prayers go to his office. Our 
prayers are not complete without Him 
receiving them. In His time, He will bless 
our prayers and cast His response down 
to earth to accomplish His will. The re-
sponse to prayers may be delayed, but 
never denied.  

 

Singing in the 
Rain 
By Tamar Dekirmenjian 

It’s early morning. Even with the 
blinds down, I can already tell it’s a 
gloomy start to the day. I can hear the 
wind, along with the pitter-patter of the 
rain pouring down. But in the midst of 
what the weather station will call another 
cloudy, shower-filled day, I hear some-
thing in the background.   

Do my ears hear correctly? Indeed 
they do! It’s the sweet sound of birds 
singing, probably lined up on an electri-
cal wire as if standing in a choir and per-
forming for those who are open to hear 
their melodies. 

How interesting, I thought. They 
haven’t flown away to a sheltered area 
and saved their voices for a bright and 
sunny day. They are choosing to sing 
even though the conditions surrounding 
them may not be ideal. 

How our Father uses even the birds 
to teach us lessons. How do we react 
when circumstances in life may not be so 
“bright and sunny”? When we are sur-
rounded by the unknown, are facing a 
tragedy, or are just having one of those 
days when nothing seems to be going our 
way, are we filled with praise or a com-
plaining heart?  

Your Perspective 
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their own lunch. You can also bring 
along games and anything else that’s 
“picnicky”!  

There will be a couple of craft pro-
jects to work on, to prepare gifts for the 
Cree women and children in Mistissini, 
Quebec, that Ann-Margret Hovsepian 
and 11 other Baptist women will meet 
during their missions trip in late August. 
For more information, please speak with 
Ann-Margret. 

 

Married Couples’  
Fellowship 

Eight couples got together in June 
for the monthly meeting and were 
blessed and encouraged by the discus-
sions and fellowship. The theme was 
humility and in July the topic will be 
gratitude. Richard and Ping Didsbury 
will host the next meeting, on July 28.  

Details about time and location will 
be provided to all the married couples. 
Please speak with Sonia Pehlivanian to 
confirm you are on the distribution list.  

 

Armenia Missions  
Update 

As most of you 
know, Pastor Joseph  
Hovsepian will be go-
ing to Armenia for his 
third missions trip (this 
time with his wife Jessie), 
from August 22 to September 11. 
Since last year’s visit to Yerevan and 
surrounding villages, there has been a lot 
of outreach activity in Armenia, much of 
which we have tried to regularly report to 
you through the Temple News, our web-
site, Facebook, etc. 

The most recent update is on page 3, 
where we’ve shared a letter from Arayik 
Sardaryan, the missionary our church 
supports in Yerevan. Though he only 
makes a quick reference to his wife’s 
health, we know that she is in serious 
need of medical attention, which is ex-
tremely expensive in Armenia. Unem-
ployment is another issue that is affecting 
many families there. 

Distribution of the Eastern Armenian 
translations of our tract, What Are You 
Searching for?, and Pastor Hovsepian’s 
book, God’s Workshop, is still going 
strong. Of course, this material is costly 
to print so your gifts are always greatly 
appreciated.  

While the church has a budgeted 
amount of support that we send to Arme-
nia each year, the needs go far beyond 
that amount. If this is a ministry you feel 
passionate about, you can make a differ-
ence with your special donations. (These 
can either be given to Pastor Hovsepian 
directly or in addition to your regular 
offering by indicating the designated 
amount for Armenia on your envelope.) 

Another way you can help, if giving 
money is difficult, is to donate items that 
would be useful to struggling families in 
Armenia. The Hovsepian family will be 
shipping a container of goods in a few 

months and are collecting kitchen 
items, school supplies and clothing. 

Please speak to one of them before 
bringing your donations, to find out 
about specific needs.  

Besides what is already on our 
church website, updates on the Arme-

nia missions trip and other projects  
Pastor Hovsepian is working on will soon 
be available at this new website: 
www.josephhovsepianministries.com. 

The News 
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Cell Phones 
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even though the conditions surrounding 
them may not be ideal. 

How our Father uses even the birds 
to teach us lessons. How do we react 
when circumstances in life may not be so 
“bright and sunny”? When we are sur-
rounded by the unknown, are facing a 
tragedy, or are just having one of those 
days when nothing seems to be going our 
way, are we filled with praise or a com-
plaining heart?  

Your Perspective 

Temple News  July 2012  5  

their own lunch. You can also bring 
along games and anything else that’s 
“picnicky”!  

There will be a couple of craft pro-
jects to work on, to prepare gifts for the 
Cree women and children in Mistissini, 
Quebec, that Ann-Margret Hovsepian 
and 11 other Baptist women will meet 
during their missions trip in late August. 
For more information, please speak with 
Ann-Margret. 

 

Married Couples’  
Fellowship 

Eight couples got together in June 
for the monthly meeting and were 
blessed and encouraged by the discus-
sions and fellowship. The theme was 
humility and in July the topic will be 
gratitude. Richard and Ping Didsbury 
will host the next meeting, on July 28.  

Details about time and location will 
be provided to all the married couples. 
Please speak with Sonia Pehlivanian to 
confirm you are on the distribution list.  

 

Armenia Missions  
Update 

As most of you 
know, Pastor Joseph  
Hovsepian will be go-
ing to Armenia for his 
third missions trip (this 
time with his wife Jessie), 
from August 22 to September 11. 
Since last year’s visit to Yerevan and 
surrounding villages, there has been a lot 
of outreach activity in Armenia, much of 
which we have tried to regularly report to 
you through the Temple News, our web-
site, Facebook, etc. 

The most recent update is on page 3, 
where we’ve shared a letter from Arayik 
Sardaryan, the missionary our church 
supports in Yerevan. Though he only 
makes a quick reference to his wife’s 
health, we know that she is in serious 
need of medical attention, which is ex-
tremely expensive in Armenia. Unem-
ployment is another issue that is affecting 
many families there. 

Distribution of the Eastern Armenian 
translations of our tract, What Are You 
Searching for?, and Pastor Hovsepian’s 
book, God’s Workshop, is still going 
strong. Of course, this material is costly 
to print so your gifts are always greatly 
appreciated.  

While the church has a budgeted 
amount of support that we send to Arme-
nia each year, the needs go far beyond 
that amount. If this is a ministry you feel 
passionate about, you can make a differ-
ence with your special donations. (These 
can either be given to Pastor Hovsepian 
directly or in addition to your regular 
offering by indicating the designated 
amount for Armenia on your envelope.) 

Another way you can help, if giving 
money is difficult, is to donate items that 
would be useful to struggling families in 
Armenia. The Hovsepian family will be 
shipping a container of goods in a few 

months and are collecting kitchen 
items, school supplies and clothing. 

Please speak to one of them before 
bringing your donations, to find out 
about specific needs.  

Besides what is already on our 
church website, updates on the Arme-

nia missions trip and other projects  
Pastor Hovsepian is working on will soon 
be available at this new website: 
www.josephhovsepianministries.com. 

The News 
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The News 
Wanted: Your Articles 
and Testimonies 

We won’t be able to publish a Sep-
tember issue of Temple News because 
both the editor and the pastor will be on  
missions trips in late August. If possible, 
we may make the August issue a double 
issue one, or at least a page bigger, but 
we’ll need extra contributions to make 
that happen.  

If you’ve been hesitating to share 
your testimony, some comments, greet-
ings or something that God has taught 
you, this is probably the time to do it! 
We’ve been enjoying articles by different 
members of our church family in recent 
issues of the Temple News but there’s lots 
of room for more of you to contribute. 

For more information, please speak 
with Ann-Margret Hovsepian. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 
The next breakfast and fellowship 

for the men will be on Saturday, July 14 
at 9:00 a.m. We encourage you to invite 
your friends (there’s no age limit so even 
younger boys and teens are welcome to 
participate).  

Please let Pastor Joseph Hovsepian 
know by July 11 if you plan to attend so 
that the meal can be planned for. You can 
either call him or send us an e-mail. 

Praise Lunch 
Our monthly potluck lunches are a 

great way to meet new people and to get 
to know the people who sit near you on 
Sunday mornings but you never talk to. 
We encourage you to join us for our next 
Praise Lunch on Sunday, July 15, right 
after the morning worship service. It’s 
always a special time of worship as we 
sing together and hear a short message 
from the Word of God. 

If you can help with the lunch (for 
example, salad, sandwiches, vegetables 
or dessert), we really appreciate it, but 
please come even if you can’t. Why not 
invite a friend to come to church with 
you that Sunday? 

 

Women’s Fellowship:  
Inter-Church Picnic 

This month, instead of having their 
regular fellowship meeting, our ladies 
will join women from our sister Baptist 
churches for a picnic. We hope that many 
of our women will participate, even if 
you haven’t been regularly attending the 
Women’s Fellowship meetings.  

We will gather at Lakeside Heights 
Baptist Church (275 Braebrook Avenue 
in Pointe-Claire) on Saturday, July 21, 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Drinks will be 
provided but everyone is asked to bring 

Efraim Marquez - July 2 
Theresa Piercy Arbour- 3 
Helene Kazarossian - 6 
Jo-Ann Bouclair - 8 
Eliane Tchiavegatti - 9 
Lana Ptacek - 10 
Giovanni Cofino - 13 

Guy Beauchamp - 20 
Isabelle Illidge - 21 
David Wood (Alta.) - 21 
Alice Arbour - 22 

 
May God bless these 
brothers and sisters on 
their birthdays!  
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The Bible calls us to be “joyful in 
hope, patient in affliction, faithful in 
prayer.” (Romans 12:12) Unfortunately, 
as humans, we allow for situations to 
control us rather than handing over each 
moment of our lives to our Father. He 
will undoubtedly take care of us, as we 
are His children.  

We are told to “look at the birds of 
the air; they do not sow or reap or store 
away in barns, and yet your heavenly 

Father feeds them. Are you not much 
more valuable than they?” (Matthew 6:26) 

Next time we hear the birds sing, 
whether it’s sunny or not, let us remem-
ber that our Father has also given us 
voices. Being mindful of all our bless-
ings, let’s lift our voices and continu-
ously praise Him, for even though “the 
righteous person may have troubles, but 
the Lord delivers him from them 
all.” (Psalm 34:19) 

Your Perspective 

Does God Exist? 
A man went to a barbershop to have 

his hair cut and his beard trimmed. As 
the barber worked, the men discussed 
various subjects. When they eventually 
touched on the subject of God, the barber 
said: “I don’t believe that God exists. If 
He did, would there be so many sick peo-
ple and abandoned children? There 
would be neither suffering nor pain. A 
loving God wouldn’t allow these things.” 

The customer thought about this, but 
didn’t respond because he didn’t want to 
start an argument. The barber finished his 
job and the customer left the shop.  

Just after he left the barbershop, the 
customer saw a man with long, stringy, 
dirty hair and an untrimmed beard.  
The customer returned to the barbershop 
and said: “You know what? Barbers do 
not exist.”  

“How can you say that?” asked the 
surprised barber. “I am here, and I am a 
barber. And I just worked on you!” 

“No,” the customer said. “Barbers 
don’t exist because, if they did, there 
would be no people with dirty long hair 
and untrimmed beards.” 

“But barbers do exist! That’s what 
happens when people do not come to 
me,” the barber said. 

“Exactly!” affirmed the customer. 
“That’s the point! God, too, DOES exist! 
That’s what happens when people do not 
go to Him and don’t look to Him for 
help. That’s why there’s so much pain 
and suffering in the world.” 

 

The Best Way to Pray? 
A priest, a minister and a guru sat 

discussing the best positions for prayer 
while a telephone repairman worked 
nearby. “Kneeling is definitely the best 
way to pray,” the priest said.  

“No,” said the minister. “I get the 
best results standing with my hands out-
stretched to heaven.” 

“You’re both wrong,” the guru said. 
“The most effective prayer position is 
lying down on the floor.” 

The repairman could contain himself 
no longer: “Hey, fellas,” he interrupted. 
“The best prayin’ I ever did was when I 
was hangin’ upside down from a tele-
phone pole!” 

Inspirations 
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From Our Mailbox 

 

Paris, FRANCE 
Hello to everyone! [During my visit 

here] I attended the worship service at 
the Eglise Evangelique Baptiste. I was 
formally introduced by Pastor Richard, 
yet I must say that the Parisians are not 
as “approaching” as what we in Mont-
real are accustomed to. 

As well, I intend to attend a special 
prayer and singing event with more 
than 150 singers. There will be a mix of 
Baptists and Pentecostals. My interest 
is to witness the singing and connect 
with the Almighty. 

I hope and pray that my new spiri-
tual family back home are well. I am 
very grateful and proud of my decision 
to be a part of Temple Baptist in Mont-
real. I hope to be at church July 1. Be 
well and God bless all of you. 

Brian Norton 
 

Montreal, QUEBEC 
I wanted to share that this morning 

[June 3], we were headed to church 
only to be stopped due to a road clo-
sure for the bicycle tour. So we turned 
around and went another way and were 
stopped there, too, for the same bicycle 
tour. We rode on for another 45 min-
utes, though we did not travel very far 
due to the traffic.  

We eventually turned around and 
went home. We had our Sunday lesson 
here at home (as we’ve done many 
times) and it was related to where we 
are reading in the Bible at night (2 
Kings 17). We sang hymns and prayed 
and discussed the lesson together.  

I thought it would be good to know 

what the lesson was about today at 
church so I went to the Temple Baptist 
Church website and saw the sermon on 
Ephesians 3:12-21.  

The church does a good job keep-
ing up the website and sharing good 
news through this venue. When I travel 
I have used my laptop in the hotel room 
to watch sermons from Billy Graham 
before going to bed. It is good to know 
that I can now also catch some of 
[Pastor Hovsepian’s] sermons as well.  

We may face many obstacles in  
our path on a daily basis, but I believe 
that, if we keep the faith, God usually 
has a pleasant surprise for us that we 
never expected.  

Jonathan Varnell 
 

I think of you all prayerfully and 
with a joyful heart always. I miss the 
congregation. May the Lord be with you 
all. I send special regards to the Pastor. 
May God enrich him in His grace and 
righteousness.  

Abiose Cromanty 

…continued from page 3 

 

GOOD NEWS! 
 
 

Did you know you can tune in 
to WCHP 760AM every 

weekday at noon to hear a 
short inspirational message by 

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian?  
Why not tell 

your friends 
about it, 
too? 

Temple News  July 2012  3 

From Our Mailbox 
Yerevan, ARMENIA 

It is happiness to be safe, it is hap-
piness to have hope, it is happiness to 
know what is waiting for you in eternity. 
Glory to our Lord Jesus Christ! 

It is through Him that we were con-
nected together and we rejoice and are 
grateful that you pray for us, you care 
for us, you help us and you love us. We 
are so grateful for your sincere love for 
us! We pray that God may protect and 
guide you all. 

I am sure that our Lord is pleased 
and rejoices to see us here and you 
there, praying together and working to-
gether where we are, for His glory, to 
spread His Word. It is a great joy for me 
to see believers united, working to-
gether. We love you and the brethren in 
your church there. 

Thank you very much for the mone-
tary help you send us, which is used to 
spread the gospel for the establish-
ment of His Kingdom. Once again, we 
thank your church for your prayers and 
financial help and for everything you do 
for us here! 

I have two requests for prayer: 
First, this month (July), we will be going 
to Istanbul, Turkey, again to distribute 
Bibles in the streets, as we did just a 
few months ago. If you want to join us 
in this outreach, please pray for us and 
also support us monetarily. Second, 

please pray for my wife Nelli’s health. 
Thank you in advance. Greetings to 

the church from the brethren here. We 
are not sure how many will be baptized 
when [Pastor Joseph] comes here. Pray 
for those who will be baptized, please. 
Greetings to all in the name of Jesus. 

Arayik Sardaryan 
Editor’s note: Please see page 5 for 

more updates on the work in Armenia. 

 
Montreal, QUEBEC 

I would like to start by thanking 
everyone at Temple Baptist Church for 
their prayers before, during and after 
my operation. It was comforting to 
know that so many of you were praying 
on my behalf.  

Especially when I was in the midst 
of my unbearable pains and in my dark-
est hours, I found comfort reading the 
cards I received from the congregation 
and the Men’s Fellowship group. It in-
spired my heart and my soul. 

I would like to thank all those who 
came to visit me at the hospital and 
sent get-well cards, and for your many 
phone calls inquiring about my health. 

Your thoughtfulness is much ap-
preciated. May God Bless each one of 
you and keep you in good health. 

Philip Pehlivanian 
 

Letters continued on page 10 

 

Please visit our website regularly for  
updates, messages, and resources  

you can share with your friends! 
 

www.templebaptistmontreal.com 



The Editorial 
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Be Careful How 
You Live 

On June 20, the longest day of the 
year, I found some impressive facts about 
what the average human body accom-
plishes in a 24-hour period: 
 The heart beats 103,689 times. 
 Our blood travels 168,000,000 miles. 
 We breathe 23,040 times. 
 We inhale 438 cubic feet of air. 
 We eat 3.25 pounds of food. 
 We drink 2.9 quarts of liquids. 
 We lose 7/8 pound of waste. 
 We speak 4,800 words. 
 We move 750 muscles. 
 Our nails grow .000046 inch. 
 Our hair grows .01714 inch. 
 We exercise 7,000,000 brain cells. 

Feel tired? 
Of course, these facts (as accurate as 

they may or may not be) don’t tell us 
anything about the quality of the things 
we do in a given 24-hour period. How 
much time did we spend in prayer? How 
much kindness did we show someone? 
How much money did we waste? How 
many people did we ignore? How many 
“white lies” did we tell? How many 
smiles did we offer? 

I think we also have to consider the 
legacy that each of us is leaving behind 
for the generations that follow. Will we 

be remembered for our faithfulness or 
our foolishness? For loving ourselves or 
loving God and others? For complaining 
about everything or being grateful for 
everything? 

The legacy we will one day leave 
behind starts now…not when we’re 
“old” (however you define that).  

It’s good to occasionally take stock 
of how we spend our days. In Ephesians 
5:15-17 we read: “Be very careful, then, 
how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 
making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. Therefore do 
not be foolish, but understand what the 
Lord’s will is.” 

It’s easy to fall into time-wasting 
habits during the summer. While resting 
and spending time with family are very 
important, it can be tempting to also get 
lazy about our quiet times with God, 
church activities, sharing our faith, help-
ing others and anything else that requires 
some discipline or effort.  

Let us be prayerful about how we 
spend our time so that we don’t end the 
summer—or our lives—with feelings of 
remorse, regret or guilt. 

Let us pray, as the psalmist did: 
“Teach us to number our days aright, 
that we may gain a heart of wis-
dom.” (Psalm 60:12) 

 
Ann-Margret Hovsepian 
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“Remember that at that time you were 
separate from Christ…Without hope and 
without God in the world. But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far away 
have been brought near through the 
blood of Christ.” 

The believer has living hope  be-
cause he has a living Saviour. 

2. A life of holiness (1 Peter 1:13-21) 
The blessed hope should compel us 

live holy lives: “Everyone who has this 
hope in him purifies, just as he is 
pure.” (1 John 3:3) Jesus said: “Be Holy, 
because I am Holy.”  (1 Peter 1:16) 

“Holy” does not mean sinlessly per-
fect, a condition impossible in this life. It 
means set apart, or separated for God.  
Our lives should reproduce the holy pure 
character of God. We must make a clean 
break with the corrupt world system from 
which Jesus died to save us. We are in 
the world, but not of the world.  

This does not mean that we must iso-
late ourselves from sinners but, rather, 
that we must bring the good news to 
them. Yet in our dealings and relation-
ships with them, we must never share in 
or condone their sins. We must show by 
our lives that we are children of God. 

Holiness does not mean passive in-
activeness, and it does not come easily or 
naturally. You have to fight for it. In  
1 Peter 1:13-15 we read: “Therefore, 
prepare your minds for action…Be self 
controlled…Do not conform to the evil 
desires you had when you lived in igno-
rance…But just as he who called you is 
holy, so be holy in all you do.”  

Living a holy life is not an option. It 
is a command! The great need today is 
for Christians to live separated, holy, 

dedicated lives for the glory of God. 
Many Christians are so worldly that their 
testimony is meaningless. If a profession 
of faith is not backed up by a correspond-
ing life, it does more harm than good. 

3. A life of harmony (1 Peter 1:22-25) 
Salvation gives us a living hope, a 

desire for holiness, and a wonderful fel-
lowship with the people of God. Apostle 
Peter reminded us that, because we are 
born into the family of God through 
Christ, we must love as He loved us. 

One of the things this new birth 
brings into our lives is love! True, unsel-
fish Christian love brings harmony to the 
church, and to the believers themselves. 

King David wrote: “How good and 
pleasant it is when brothers live together 
in unity.” (Psalm 133:1) The Bible says 
that the evidence of our salvation is the 
love we have toward each other.  

Pure, unselfish Christian love does 
not come naturally; it is not part of our 
human nature. This love is a special kind 
of love that comes with the new birth. 

People around us will know we are 
true followers of Christ by our love, not 
by our words alone. In John 13:34-35  
Jesus said: “A new command, I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this all 
men will know that you are my disciples, 
if you love one another.” 

The Christian life is a life of  
hope, holiness and harmony. Only  
one—or even two of the three—will  
not do. How is your Christian life and 
testimony? 

Pastor Joseph Hovsepian 
 

HOPE - HOLINESS - HARMONY 
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From the Pastor 
…continued from page 12 
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Proclaimers or 
Followers? 
1 John 2:3-11 

More than two billion people claim 
to be or at least consider themselves to be 
Christians. The person who would like to 
find out who or what a Christian is and 
starts asking questions may quickly dis-
cover that even those who call them-
selves Christians are unsure, confused or 
even wrong in their understanding of 
their religion or faith. 

People say things like: 
 I am a Christian because I was born 

Catholic, Protestant, Eastern Ortho-
dox, Baptist, Pentecostal, etc. 

 I am a Christian because I was bap-
tized as a Christian. 

 I am a Christian because I go to 
church regularly. 

 I am a Christian because I give to 
the poor and help people. 
It is very clear in the Bible that being 

born into a religious environment or fam-
ily, being a member of a Christian 
church, or claiming to be a Christian does 
not make one a Christian. 

The Bible also makes it very clear 
that a Christian is the person who re-
sponds to God’s invitation, confesses his 
or her sins to God, repents of his or her 
sins, receives the Holy Spirit and lives a 
life that reflects this new change and life 
by following Christ. 

Today, many claim to be Christians 
but don’t really follow Jesus’ teachings. 
A true Christian is a person who not only 
claims to be a follower of Christ, but also  
lives and reflects Christ in his or her 
daily life and the evidence is his or her 

spiritual growth. 
Evidence of 

spiritual growth 
should include: in-
creasing in knowl-
edge and under-
standing of God’s Word, decreasing in 
questionable or sinful activities, increas-
ing in Christ-like qualities and activities, 
and increasing in faith and trust in God. 

The best summary of spiritual 
growth is “becoming more like Jesus 
Christ.”  In 1 Corinthians 11:1 Paul says: 
“Follow my example, as I follow the ex-
ample of Christ.” 

In order for spiritual growth to oc-
cur, you first need to make sure you have  
plugged into the power source, through 
faith in Jesus Christ. In 1 John 5:11-12 
we read: “God has given us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He who has the 
Son has life; he who does not have the 
Son of God does not have life.” 

Learning how to grow spiritually is a 
life-long journey that happens as you 
read and apply God’s Word to your daily 
life. But we must be willing to be taught, 
rebuked, corrected and trained by God’s 
Word. The kind of life a true believer 
lives is what separates him or her in this 
corrupt world system. 

The true believer’s life should have 
thee marks: 

1. A life of hope  (1 Peter  1:3-12) 
This world offers no lasting hope.  

Before we became followers of Christ, 
we had no hope beyond the grave. We 
were under the sentence of death, hope-
lessly lost, but Jesus Christ, in His great 
mercy, paid the penalty of our sins. 

In Ephesians 2:12-13, we read: 

...continued on page 11 
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Jesus said: “The gospel must first be 
preached to all nations.” — Mark 13:10 
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